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Two Kinds Of Family Drive Pagano

If Chuck PaganoChuck Pagano had followed his father's career advice, he probably wouldn't be
the Ravens' current defensive coordinator.

Promoted from secondary coach in January to replace Greg Mattison, Pagano was
the perfect in-house fit to lead Baltimore's defense.

"It was an easy choice. It was quick," said Ravens Head Coach John HarbaughJohn Harbaugh.
"Chuck's a great secondary coach, but he's not just a secondary coach; he's a great
football coach. He's a great defensive mind.

"He's more than ready to be really successful at this job."

But who knows where Pagano would be if his path had taken another turn nearly
30 years ago?

Sam Pagano was a lifelong football coach, even coaching Chuck and his younger
brother, John, at Fairview High School in Boulder, Colo.

So when the two Pagano boys approached dad for guidance, he surprisingly
discouraged them from getting into the family business.

"He actually tried to talk the both of us out of it," Chuck said with a laugh. "He said,
'This is no life to lead.' The hours, the family, especially in college, were hard. He
said, 'It was OK for me, because I decided to be a high school coach. I had chances to
move on, but I didn't want to move my family.'

"He got to stay in one place for 20 years, and they still live in Boulder."

Family was the operative word in the Pagano patriarch's message, but the call to
follow his passion was too much for Chuck Pagano.

Thus began an impressive 26-year coaching career of his own.

He couldn't have done it without a loving – and football-mad – family.
Growing Up In the GameGrowing Up In the Game

From the time he was a child, Pagano roamed the sidelines of his father's Fairview
Knights squads.

He had sisters who were cheerleaders. Mom took care of the post-game get-
togethers.

But when it was time to join the team, Pagano toughed it out when the father title
changed to "head coach."

"Chuck was good enough and better than everyone, but dad wasn't just going to
play him because he didn't want people to feel that the only reason he was playing
was because it's his son," said John Pagano. "He's old-school. His senior year, Chuck
really got to shine. He made a lot of plays and went to the state championship
game."

Those fond memories are a big part of what pushed Chuck towards his father's line
of work, as it did with John, who is currently the San Diego Chargers' linebackers
coach.

"I thought, 'What else are we going to do? That's all we know,'" Chuck definitively
said. "Friday nights were for football."

No matter what warnings the elder Pagano gave his boys, they were on a crash
course for the profession.

"With our dad being a coach for as long as he was, our life was living and breathing
football 24/7," John affirmed. "There was never a doubt that it was something we
were going to pursue."

The Journey BeginsThe Journey Begins

Pagano first broke into coaching in 1984 at USC.

Coming off a successful four-year tenure as a hard-hitting safety at Wyoming –
including two as a starter – there were admittedly dreams of playing at the next
level. But there was a clear moment when he knew he should pick up a whistle.

"I knew the minute I ran my 40 on pro day," Pagano said. "As soon as they looked at
their watch, that was it.

"That's when I knew I had to get serious and get my diploma and start thinking
about where I wanted to begin my coaching career."

Graduating with a marketing degree, Pagano began the next leg of his football
journey.

As he hopped from coaching stop to coaching stop – Boise State, UNLV, East Carolina
to name a few – his own family grew.

He and his wife, Tina, had three daughters, Tara, Taylor and Tori.

Tara lives in Idaho with twin daughters, Avery and Addison (4). Taylor is set to
graduate from UNC-Wilmington and head to medical school. And Tori graduated
from high school a year early and plans to stick around the area at a community
college before attending a major university.

In a stroke of good fortune, as the girls grew up, Pagano had a 10-year coaching
stint for the University of Miami and Cleveland Browns under Butch Davis, who
fostered a family-friendly atmosphere similar to the one Harbaugh espouses with
the Ravens.

"I've been in other places where they didn't want to see any kids around, didn't
want to see the family," said Pagano. "I've been fortunate in the 10 years I've spent
with Butch, both collegiately and professionally, and the time I've had here, it's been
great."
Building A Second FamilyBuilding A Second Family

Pagano may have pursued a coaching career despite parental advice, but there was
one lesson from dad he will never forgot.

"My father taught me that first and foremost coaching is about relationships and
caring for these guys," said Pagano. "The football is one thing, but it goes way
beyond that."

It is Pagano's ability to cultivate relationships with players and fellow coaches that
has made him so successful over the decades.

Just ask future Hall of Fame safety Ed ReedEd Reed.

Pagano first met Reed in 1996, when the young man was attending Destrehan High
School. Pagano was there to convince Reed that the University of Miami should be
his top college choice.

Ultimately following Pagano to "The U," Reed became an All-American and credited
Pagano for his success both on the field and in the classroom.

"Coach Pagano is like a father figure to me," Reed said in early November. "A lot of
my success has been because of the mentality he brought to me. … Coach has
watched me evolve from a 17-year-old kid to a 32-year-old man. Even to this day, I
look up to him. He has always helped me find a way."

Reed isn't the only Raven who admires his new defensive coordinator.

When the team officially promoted Pagano, a long list of players sang his praises,
including Chris CarrChris Carr and Fabain WashingtonFabain Washington, (who both played for Pagano in
Oakland), Josh WilsonJosh Wilson, Haloti NgataHaloti Ngata, Jarret JohnsonJarret Johnson, Haruki NakamuraHaruki Nakamura and
defensive leader Ray LewisRay Lewis.

"I really have had a truly personal relationship with Chuck," Lewis said when
Pagano was promoted. "Even though he didn't coach me, I have known what kind of
man and coach he is for a while now."

It's not always easy to win over a locker room full of unique personalities and
varying perspectives, but Pagano's genuine passion to make others better draws in
player after player.

Harbaugh, also the son of longtime coach, has known Pagano for years from the
collegiate recruiting circuit. He believes the ability to build such strong
relationships within the Ravens' team-focused atmosphere, in addition to his
upbringing around the gridiron, made Pagano the ideal man to lead the Ravens'
defense.

"We see things pretty much the same way, and that's a good starting point,"
Harbaugh said. "It's easy for us to relate to each other. Philosophically, we're on the
same page. We have the same kind of background, all the way back to when we
were kids.

"I think he's a really talented and gifted teacher in the way he relates to the players.
He's got a great knack for earning players' trust and confidence. You can't teach
that, and he's learned how to do that. And, he's loyal to his fellow coaches and
players. You can trust him. All of those things, to me, make for a great coach and
coordinator."

This article has been reproduced in a new format and may be missing content or contain faulty links. Please use the
Contact Us link in our site footer to report an issue.

Download Apps

Copyright © 2020 Baltimore Ravens. All Rights Reserved.

PRIVACY POLICY ACCESSIBILITY ACCEPTABLE USE WI-FI TERMS CONTACT US

Powered by Disqus

What do you think?
0 Responses

Upvote

 

Funny

 

Love

 

Surprised

 

Sad

 

ALSO ON BALTIMORE RAVENS

9 hours ago 27 comments

Three Ravens are among 
the AFC North rookies most 
likely to make an impact. …

Late

Late

 for

 for

 Work

 Work

 6/30:

 6/30:

With

With

 Cam

 Cam

 Newton

 Newton

 …

 …

• 4 days ago 41 comments

Second-year wide receiver 
Miles Boykin will be a big 
part of a multiple offense …

Ravens

Ravens

 Are

 Are

 Going

 Going

 to

 to

'Ask

'Ask

 a

 a

 Lot'

 Lot'

 of

 of

 Miles

 Miles

 …

 …

• 2 days ago 28 comments

The Ravens have a line 
forming of young, Pro Bowl 
players looking for a big …

John

John

 Harbaugh

 Harbaugh

 Is

 Is

Confident

Confident

 Ravens

 Ravens

 …

 …

• 8 days ago 20 comments

Bengals have had talks 
about an extension with A.J. 
Green, but it’s …

Around

Around

 the

 the

 AFC

 AFC

 North:

 North:

Jadeveon

Jadeveon

 Clowney

 Clowney

 …

 …

• 7 days ago 9 comments

It’s not just deep balls that 
the Ravens want to hit more 
of in 2020. It’s improving …

Here's

Here's

 How

 How

 Lamar

 Lamar

Jackson

Jackson

 Is

 Is

 …

 …

• 5 days ago 11 comments

The Ravens blitzed more 
than any other team in the 
league last year. Will that …

Wink

Wink

 Martindale

 Martindale

 on

 on

How

How

 Calais

 Calais

 …

 …

•

!
0 Comments Baltimore Ravens 🔒 Disqus' Privacy Policy Login#1

t Tweet f Share Sort by Best

LOG IN WITH OR SIGN UP WITH DISQUS 

Name

Start the discussion…

?

Be the first to comment.

Subscribe✉ Add Disqus to your sited Do Not Sell My Data⚠

Baltimore Ravens Comment Policy

If you created a user account prior to May 17, 2018, please register a new account to comment on our new website.

Please read our Comment Policy before commenting.

 Recommend)

Related Content

CONNECT WITH US

Contact Us

Employment

Internships

Fellowship

Stadium
Jobs

FlockBot
Virtual

Assistant

Site Map

TEAM

Roster

Transactions

Team Stats

Coaches

Front Office

History

Ring of
Honor

NEWS & PHOTOS

Latest
News

Latest
Photos

Late for
Work

John
Eisenberg

Press
Releases

Transcripts

Game
Photos

Cheerleader
Photos

Event
Photos

Press
Room

Media
Guide

VIDEO & AUDIO

Latest Videos

Latest Audio

Game Highlights

Lamar TV

Final Drive

The Show

Ravens Report

Ravens
Unscripted

Press
Conferences

The Lounge

What Happened
To That Guy

Television/Radio

TICKETS

Ticket
Information

Account Manager

PSL/Season
Tickets

Single Game
Tickets

Hospitality/Group
Tickets

Suite Ownership

Away Games

Special Offers

Digital Tickets

Ticket Alerts

GAMEDAY

Schedule

M&T Bank
Stadium

Gameday
Coverage

Stadium
Diagrams

Directions
and Parking

Fan Guide

NFL Bag
Policy

RavensWalk

STAY CONNECTED

Mobile
App

Connected
TV

Facebook

Twitter

Snapchat

Instagram

YouTube

Ravens
Call

MORE

Event
Calendar

In The
Community

NEWS

Eisenberg: Ravens Have
Long Been an NFL Leader in
Black Opportunity
The Ravens' recent social justice video is
a galvanizing moment for the
organization. Long ago, the Ravens
established a broad-minded orientation
on providing opportunities for people of
color.

NEWS

Late for Work 6/30: With
Cam Newton Signing, Are
Patriots Following Ravens'
Offensive Blueprint?
Three Ravens are among the AFC North
rookies most likely to make an impact.
Calais Campbell has wisdom that will
benefit Baltimore's young players. The
No. 1 regular-season moment in Ravens
history.

NEWS

Bradley Bozeman's RV Can
Be Yours
The RV that Ravens left guard Bradley
Bozeman and his wife used on their
cross-country anti-bullying tour is up for
sale. 

NEWS

Late for Work 6/29: A Look
Inside the NFL's 'Hardest'
Conditioning Test
J.K. Dobbins is working out with Dwayne
Haskins. Special Teams Coordinator
Chris Horton can be a 'game changer.'
Earl Thomas III and Chuck Clark are one
of the NFL's top safety tandems. 

NEWS

John Harbaugh Is Confident
Ravens Can Keep Young
Talent
The Ravens have a line forming of young,
Pro Bowl players looking for a big
second contract. Baltimore is building a
solid cap situation to get ready.

CLUB LINKS NFL CLUBS MORE NFL SITES

NEWS VIDEO AUDIO PHOTOS SCHEDULE TEAM TICKETS ACCOUNT MANAGER WATCH SHOP

News All News Press Room Free Agency Free Agency Tracker Late For Work Lifestyle John Eisenberg Transcripts

https://www.baltimoreravens.com/privacy-policy
https://www.baltimoreravens.com/accessibility-statement
https://www.baltimoreravens.com/acceptable-use
https://www.baltimoreravens.com/wifi-terms
https://www.baltimoreravens.com/contact-us
https://www.baltimoreravens.com/
https://www.baltimoreravens.com/
https://itunes.apple.com/app/id462259157
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.yinzcam.nfl.ravens
https://www.baltimoreravens.com/news/eisenberg-ravens-have-long-been-an-nfl-leader-in-black-opportunity
https://www.baltimoreravens.com/news/eisenberg-ravens-have-long-been-an-nfl-leader-in-black-opportunity
https://www.baltimoreravens.com/news/late-for-work-6-30-with-cam-newton-signing-are-patriots-following-ravens-offensi
https://www.baltimoreravens.com/news/late-for-work-6-30-with-cam-newton-signing-are-patriots-following-ravens-offensi
https://www.baltimoreravens.com/news/bradley-bozeman-s-rv-can-be-yours
https://www.baltimoreravens.com/news/bradley-bozeman-s-rv-can-be-yours
https://www.baltimoreravens.com/news/late-for-work-6-29-a-look-inside-the-nfl-s-hardest-conditioning-test
https://www.baltimoreravens.com/news/late-for-work-6-29-a-look-inside-the-nfl-s-hardest-conditioning-test
https://www.baltimoreravens.com/news/john-harbaugh-is-confident-ravens-can-keep-young-talent
https://www.baltimoreravens.com/news/john-harbaugh-is-confident-ravens-can-keep-young-talent
https://www.baltimoreravens.com/news/index
https://www.baltimoreravens.com/video/index
https://www.baltimoreravens.com/audio/index/
https://www.baltimoreravens.com/photos/index
https://www.baltimoreravens.com/schedule/index
https://www.baltimoreravens.com/team/players-roster/
https://www.baltimoreravens.com/tickets
https://am.ticketmaster.com/ravens/
https://www.baltimoreravens.com/game-day/coverage
https://shop.baltimoreravens.com/?_s=bm-ravens-topnav-61118
https://www.baltimoreravens.com/news/
https://www.baltimoreravens.com/news/all-news/
https://www.baltimoreravens.com/news/press-room/
https://www.baltimoreravens.com/news/free-agency
https://www.baltimoreravens.com/news/free-agency-tracker/
https://www.baltimoreravens.com/news/late-for-work/
https://www.baltimoreravens.com/news/lifestyle/
https://www.baltimoreravens.com/news/john-eisenberg/
https://www.baltimoreravens.com/news/transcripts

